
Dear Friends,
   Summer is here!  That means the 
fantastic Summer Reading Pro-
gram, for patrons of all ages, is up 
and running.  Your contributions 
help fund this program which 
helps keep children and adults en-
gaged in learning during the long, 
lazy days of summer.
   Not just the seasons are evolv-
ing, there have been changes at 
the library as well. Many fun, in-
formative programs for patrons 
have been added for the summer. 
A plethora of information on book 
groups, meetups, craft days, chil-
dren’s events, and more is listed 
in this newsletter’s inside pages. 
Make sure to check it out!
   In March we said goodbye to 
Veronica Eden, the West Slope Li-
brary director for 25 years.  We val-
ued her work and dedication and 
wish her well with retirement. We 
welcome Terisa Brown, recently 
the Children’s Librarian, as the in-
terim director.  
   Rita Hammack and Marilyn 
Tuffs, two long time volunteers, 
have also retired this spring from 
the library.  We appreciate their 
kindness and service to our library 
community. 
   Thank you to all our Friends, for 
the many ways you contribute your 
gifts to the WSL. 
                                 Happy Reading!

among riends
A MESSAGE 
FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT

Great Programming for 
Adults Planned all Summer 5Tea Honors Longtime 

Book Sale Volunteers2

SUMMER 2019

“The meaning of life is to find your 
gift. The purpose of life is to give it 
away.” — William Shakespeare

Bounty of Volunteers Contribute 
to Successful Friends’ Tulip Sale

The Friends of West Slope Library Annual Tulip Sale could not run without the hard work of volun-
teers who come together to make everything run smoothly. Clockwise from top left: Linn Woffard 
and Brian Thomas, Rebecca Martinson and Hope Preston, Steve Brandt and Dianna Curtis, Jean 
Butcher and Carolyn Vock , Katie Lee and Wanda Huff, and Julie Corpron and Gail Swanstrom. Top 
right: A variety of tulips at the Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm in Woodburn, Oregon await pickup. 

Thank you to everyone for supporting 
another successful Friends of West 

Slope Library Tulip Sale! 
Tulips were so popular 
this year they were sold 
out once again by ear-
ly Saturday afternoon. 
About 480 tulip bunch-
es were sold, and many 
people also picked up 
some information about 
Friends of WSL. The 
proceeds from the Tulip 
Sale will support library 
programs and materials 
for children, teens, and 
adults such as Summer 
Reading and more.  
   Provided by the Wooden Shoe Tulip 
Farm and Vineyard located in Wood-

burn, the tulips started to bloom just in 
time for the sale. With winter lasting well 

into March this year, flowers 
were relatively late in bloom-
ing. Even the people at the 
farm were concerned about 
having enough. But Mother 
Nature and the farm team came 
through – the Friends greatly 
appreciate all that the Wooden 
Shoe Tulip Farm has done to 
support our program since it 
was started over 20 years ago.  
   The large array of tulip colors 
this year were spectacular as 
they opened just enough to en-
tice patrons to purchase them. 
Many customers said they still 

had blooms a week later, and that the 
flowers brightened everyone’s spirits! 

Tulip Sale Coordinators, 
Dorothy Gerlach and Carol 

Hellebuyck, greatly 
appreciated all the help of 

volunteers and library staff.



JUNE
HANDMADE 
TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 11, 18, AND 25, 2 PM / ADULTS & TEENS
Learn how to make something new or bring your own project and 
join a local group of crafters and makers. The featured project changes 
monthly.

LIBRARY BOOK GROUP:  “EDUCATED”  
BY TARA WESTOVER 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 2 PM
Adults meet monthly to discuss a featured title 
at this member-led book group that meets in the 
library’s community room. All are welcome to 
participate! Join us for a lively discussion.

BECOME A LIBRARY EXPERT
THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 2 PM OR MONDAY, JUNE 10, 6:30 PM
Make the most of your library card! Possible topics include streaming 
video (Kanopy), library ebooks and audiobooks (Libby/Overdrive), the 
library catalog, and more. Class content will be driven by partici-
pants’ questions and a large screen will be set up at the front of the 
room to demonstrate tips and tricks. 

INTRODUCTION TO PUBLICATION WRITING #1: 
WHERE DO I BEGIN? WITH KENDY PEARSON 
MONDAY, JUNE 24, 6:30-8 PM / ADULTS & TEENS
Author and teacher, Kendy Pearson, will present a five-part series 
of workshops entitled, “Introduction to Publication Writing” every 
other Monday evening this summer beginning June 24th. These fun, 
dynamic workshops are for teens and adults at any stage of their writ-
ing journey. Attendees will learn about the publishing industry and 
acquire the tools to improve their craft, step out with success, and get 
noticed by editors and agents. The first session is an informative over-
view of professional writing markets, definitions, and opportunities 
for writers. Register online through the library’s events calendar or 
by contacting library staff.

LAST TUESDAY 
GAME NIGHT
TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 
6-8 PM / ADULTS & 
TEENS
Adults and teens meet to 
play strategy, trivia, and 
word games from our col-
lection and beyond. Try hot 
new titles and old classics. 
Bring your own games to 

share. Librarian Thea will demonstrate a different featured game each 
month. Check our online or print calendar for this month’s featured 
game or sign up for our gaming e-newsletter

TECH HELP APPOINTMENTS
THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2:30-4:30 PM
You can get one-on-one help learning an app or using your device 
from a library staff member at West Slope Library. We can help with 
both basic and more challenging tasks depending on staff expertise 
and availability. Sound interesting? Contact us to request a 30 min-
ute appointment.

JULY
HANDMADE
TUESDAY, JULY 2, 9, 16, 23, 
AND 30, 2 PM / 
ADULTS & TEENS
Learn how to make something 
new or bring your own project 
and join a local group of crafters 
and makers. The featured project 
changes monthly. 

LIBRARY BOOK GROUP: “LAVINIA” BY  URSULA K. LE GUIN
WEDNESDAY, JULY 2, 2 PM

LIBRARY CLOSED JULY 4TH FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY

INTRODUCTION TO PUBLICATION WRITING #2: 
HONE YOUR CRAFT PART 1 WITH KENDY PEARSON
MONDAY, JULY 8, 6:30-8 PM / ADULTS & TEENS
The second session is focused on the specific writing craft required 
for publication, with an emphasis on tight writing and word choice. 
Register online through the library’s events calendar or by contacting 
library staff.

CITIZEN SCIENCE: GALAXY ZOO WITH THEA HART
THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2-3 PM /
ADULTS & TEENS
Citizen science enables people from 
all walks of life to advance scientific 
research. For more than a decade, vol-
unteers have helped to classify a frac-
tion of the roughly one hundred billion 
galaxies that are scattered throughout 
the observable universe, through the 
Galaxy Zoo project. Learn more about the project and how citizen sci-
entists like you can contribute.

BECOME A LIBRARY EXPERT
MONDAY, JULY 15, 6:30 PM OR THURSDAY, JULY 18, 2 PM
Make the most of your library card! Possible topics include streaming 
video (Kanopy), library ebooks and audiobooks (Libby/Overdrive), the 
library catalog, and more. Class content will be driven by participants’ 
questions and a large screen will be set up at the front of the room to 
demonstrate tips and tricks. 

INTRODUCTION TO PUBLICATION WRITING #3: 
HONE YOUR CRAFT PART 2 WITH KENDY PEARSON
MONDAY, JULY 22, 6:30-8 PM / ADULTS & TEENS
The third session is focused on the specific writing craft required for 
publication, with an emphasis on voice and dialogue. Register online 
through the library’s events calendar or by contacting library staff.

TECH HELP APPOINTMENTS
THURSDAY, JULY 25, 2:30-4:30PM
Get one-on-one help learning an app or using your device from a li-
brary staff member at West Slope Library. We can help with both basic 
and more challenging tasks depending on staff expertise and availabil-
ity. Contact us to request a 30 minute appointment.

SUMMER 2019 ADULT PROGRAMS

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR MORE ADULT PROGRAMS
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GAME NIGHT
TUESDAY, JULY 30, 6-8 PM / ADULTS & TEENS
Adults and teens meet to play strategy, trivia, and word games from 
our collection and beyond. Librarian Thea will demonstrate a different 
featured game each month. Check our online or print calendar for this 
month’s featured game or sign up for our gaming e-newsletter

AUGUST
INTRODUCTION TO PUBLICATION WRITING #4: 
STORY ARC & POINT OF VIEW WITH KENDY PEARSON
MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 6:30-8 PM / ADULTS & TEENS
The fourth session teaches students important aspects of structure and 
plot by mastering point of view, story arc, hooks, and endings. Regis-
ter online through the library’s events calendar or by contacting library 
staff.

HANDMADE
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 13, 20, AND 27, 2 PM / 
ADULTS & TEENS
Learn how to make something new or bring your own project and join a 
local group of crafters and makers. The featured project changes monthly. 

LIBRARY BOOK GROUP : 
“KILLERS OF THE FLOWER MOON” 
BY DAVID GRANN
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2 PM

BECOME A LIBRARY EXPERT
MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 6:30 PM 
OR THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 2 PM
Make the most of your library card! Possible top-
ics include streaming video (Kanopy), library 
ebooks and audiobooks (Libby/Overdrive), the 
library catalog, and more. Class content will be 
driven by participants’ questions and a large screen will be set up at the 
front of the room to demonstrate tips and tricks. 

INTRODUCTION TO PUBLICATION WRITING #5:     TRA-
DITIONAL PUBLICATION WITH KENDY PEARSON
MONDAY, AUGUST 19, 6:30-8 PM / TEENS & ADULTS
In the fifth and final session participants will navigate the often-daunt-
ing steps to traditional publication. Register online through the library’s 
events calendar or by contacting library staff.

CITIZEN SCIENCE: GALAXY ZOO WITH THEA HART
THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 2-3 PM/ ADULTS & TEENS
Citizen science enables people from all walks of life to advance scientific 
research. For more than a decade, volunteers have helped to classify a 
fraction of the roughly one hundred billion galaxies that are scattered 
throughout the observable universe, through the Galaxy Zoo project. 
Learn more about the project and how citizen scientists like you can 
contribute.

GAME NIGHT
TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 6-8 PM / ADULTS & TEENS
Adults and teens meet to play strategy, trivia, and word games from 
our collection and beyond. Librarian Thea will demonstrate a different 
featured game each month. Check our online or print calendar for this 
month’s featured game or sign up for our gaming e-newsletter

TECH HELP APPOINTMENTS
THURSDAY, AUGUST 29 FROM 2:30-4:30PM
Get one-on-one help learning an app or using your device from a li-
brary staff member at West Slope Library. We can help with both basic 
and more challenging tasks depending on staff expertise and availability. 
Contact us to request a 30 minute appointment.

SUMMER 2019 ADULT PROGRAMS CONTINUED

Please welcome the new West Slope Library Youth 
Services Librarian, Geralyn Schultz. The library is 

thrilled to have such an accomplished youth librarian 
at West Slope while the regular youth librarian, Terisa 
Brown, is filling in as the Interim Library Supervisor 
until September. Geralyn’s schedule will be Tuesdays 
through Saturdays, mostly in the mornings. Ask her for 
a recommendation – trust us - she knows her stuff!    
   An introduction from Geralyn: “I am a native Orego-
nian from the Salem area who has a passion for shar-
ing books and music with kids. My love of exploring 
new places took me to Boston to earn my library degree 
where I met my husband, Michael.  
   “Four years ago I had the fortune to return to Oregon 
and introduce Michael to mild winters, and dry, nearly 
bugless summers.  You can find me sitting in the drive-
way in my car finishing the chapter to a memoir, biogra-
phy, or historical fiction audiobook.  Please stop by the 
Youth Section at West Slope Library to say hello!”

Youth Services Librarian 
Joins West Slope Staff

Did you know that the Used Book Sale area is the Friends 
biggest fundraiser?  The committed book sale team col-

lects, sorts, prices, and puts the books and other offerings on 
the shelves.  Donations are gladly accepted, and the library 
staff will be able to provide you a tax receipt. Good con-
dition fiction books are especially needed. Payment can be 
made by cash, check or credit card.  You won’t find a better 
bargain anywhere!  Items turn over quickly, so look often 
for some great deals on new reading and viewing material. 

Treasures Found At the Used Book Sale  

Summer reading programs are an important way for kids 
to keep learning all summer long. Adults can model good 

reading behavior for the kids in their lives or they can push 
themselves to discover a new author or read more than 
usual. Community members can sign up to participate in 
our West Slope “Adult Summer Reading Challenge” for a 
chance to win prizes and “Read for a Cause” program to 
log time spent reading on behalf of a worthy community 
organization.

Adult Summer Reading Begins June 1st

GERALYN SHULTZ



Summer Reading is here. This year’s theme is A Universe of Stories! As always, the 
program is open to all children from birth through high school. After that, they 

graduate to our Adult Summer Reading Program. Summer Reading is for everyone! 
And signing up the kids? Easy peasy lemon squeezy! There’s just one sign-up note-
book and one reading record regardless of age or reading level. And like last year, we 
will be using our “Ready to Read” grant money to give every child who signs up a 
free paperback when they sign up for the program and when they finish!  
   Come to the West Slope Community Library to check out these awesome Summer 
Reading performers provided by the Washington County Library Cooperative!

ANGEL OCASIO'S COMEDY SHOW & MORE 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 10:15 AM, WSL
A wacky show filled with silly antics, magic, & fun sing-a-longs as 
Angel plays his ukulele. This show is perfectly suited for children 
of all ages and their families. Show is also available as a Spanish 
and English bilingual performance.  

SONGS IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH: NATHALIA  
WEDNESDAY, JULY 17, 10:15 AM, WSL
Children’s songwriter Nathalia uses a creative bilingual 
approach to engage families in an interactive musical per-
formance. From themes like space exploration to cruising 
down the Amazon River, her infectious songs will have 
families singing, dancing, and even learning a little Span-
ish, in this fun multicultural experience!

JAPANESE DRUM AND DANCE: 
TAKOHACHI’S Q-ENSEMBLE  
WEDNESDAY, JULY 24, 10:15 AM, WSL
Join Portland’s favorite Japanese Taiko group “Q-en-
semble” for an event filled with cultural, musical, and 
educational essences for children of all ages and their 
families. This show features powerful Taiko drums, 
beautiful bamboo flute, unique Shamisen (three string), 
dance, story,  and more! 

GAME TRUCK
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2 PM, WSL 
(TEENS ONLY)
Loaded with a massive library of video games, 
a climate-controlled game theater is pulling up 
to the West Slope Library this summer! This 
program is intended for teens only.

SUMMER 2019 YOUTH PROGRAMS

ANGEL OCASIO

BOOK BABIES 
Wednesdays at 10:15-10:45 a.m.

TODDLER TIME
Tuesdays at 10:15-10:45 a.m.

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME
Tuesdays at 1:30-2:00 p.m.

STORYTIMES WILL GO ON  
HIATUS IN AUGUST

LETTER OF THE WEEK
Each week we introduce the next 
letter in the alphabet with our let-
ter of the week activity. Promotes 
print, letter and phonetic awareness 
as well as fine motor skills. Always 

available at the coloring table.

CRAFTS FOR KIDS
There are often craft projects for 
all our younger patrons to enjoy 
on the tables in the youth area. De-
pending on the season, there are 

many fun things to create!

NATHALIA

Q-ENSEMBLE

GAME TRUCK

If you have kids, you know how pop-
ular graphic novels are! Librarian 

Terisa Brown has taken note of that 
trend and has been buying them for 
the West Slope Library collection as 
fast as she can.  
    Brown has expanded the space for the 
graphic novel collection in the youth 
area.  Since Summer is the perfect time 
for kids to read “just for fun”, come in 
and take a look!  And yes, graphic nov-
els “count” for Summer Reading!      



The Friends said “Thank You” to two retiring library volunteers this spring with a 
special tea honoring them. Marilyn Tuffs and Rita Hammack have been long time 

helpers with the Used Book Sale run by Friends of WSL. Rita has volunteered at the 
West Slope library for nearly 30 years! During her previous experience volunteering 
at the Oregon Historical Society (for 13 years), she learned the value of books, how to 
repair, price and sell them. When Rita first started volunteering at WSL, she helped 
wherever needed. As book donations piled up, she took them home in large card-
board boxes, repaired them, priced them and brought them back to be sold. As they 
accumulated, she placed them on tables in the middle of the library and then finally 
the nook was opened which freed up more room for book sales.
   Marilyn started volunteering at the library in 2008, processing and wrapping books. 
She joined Rita in pricing a few years ago – and really enjoyed it, so she added an-
other half day volunteering each week. Ann Abernathy, Kari Grieg, Emily House and 
Amy Sands round out the book sale team.  Because of their hard work, the Used Book 
Sale is the Friend’s biggest fundraiser!
   We will miss Rita and Marilyn, who have contributed so much to our library’s 
success, but we look forward to seeing them as they continue to be patrons of WSL. 

Tea Honors Two Long-Serving Book Sale Team Members

Delicious tea and 
cakes were enjoyed 

by all at a gathering 
hosted by the Friends 
of West Slope Library  

and library staff to 
honor two volunteers 

that have worked  
hard to make WSL a 
better library for all. 

 MARILYN TUFFS AND RITA HAMMACK

West Slope Li-
joined forc-

es with Garden 
Home Library 
for a storytelling 
event held at their 
annex on Friday, 
May 3. Portland 
storyteller, Kelly 
Hoffman, present-

ed  “The Comeback Kid,” which touched 
on her childhood and the difficulty of 
standing up to bullies. 
   Hoffman carried the theme of search-
ing for that perfect comeback into tales 
of her adulthood at a merchant marine 

KELLY HOFFMAN

Art of the Story 
Event Highlights 

Local Storyteller’s 
Heartfelt Tale

academy and working on ships, attending 
an all-women’s college, serving as a mar-
riage and family therapist, and parenting 
her sons. With humor and heart, Hoffman 
shared a glimpse of her wide-ranging life 
story to an appreciative audience of 30.



AMONG FRIENDS
3678 SW 78TH   
PORTLAND, OR  97225

Address correction requested

Help us save on paper and 
printing costs by signing up for 
future issues via email. Contact 
us at friendsofwsl@gmail.com.  
Thanks for your support! 

Here’s a quick and easy way to 
donate to Friends of West Slope 

Library!  Save up 
your aluminum 
cans and glass bot-
tles that receive a 
10 cent return in 
Oregon, recycle 
them at the near-
est BottleDrop lo-
cation, and donate 
the proceeds to the 
Friends. 
    You can either 
pick up a special 
bag at the library for 
cans and bottles that 
already has the cor-
rect barcode on it for 
the Friends, or you 
can drop off your 
cans and bottles at BottleDrop loca-
tions, have the proceeds go into your 
account, then go online and transfer 
as much as you like to Friends of the 
West Slope Library at www.bottle-
dropcenters.com/give. Click on the 

“Find a Featured Fundraiser” button and 
type in Friends of the West Slope Library 

to donate. 
   Another way to 
help the Friends is 
to sign up for for 
the Community Re-
wards Program at 
Fred Meyer by link-
ing your Fred Mey-
er Rewards Card 
to the Friends of 
West Slope Library 
at www.fredmey-
er.com/communi-
tyrewards. You can 
search for us by 
name or type in our 
non-profit number: 
QT950.

   Then, every time 
you shop and use your Fred Meyer Re-
wards Card, you help us earn funds! You 
still earn your regular Rewards Points, 
Fuel Points, and Rebates, just as you do 
today. Get a Rewards Card at the Custom-
er Service Desk at any Fred Meyer store.

Recycle with BottleDrop and Shop with Fred 
Meyer To Earn More Funds For Friends of WSL

On Friday, March 29th, a retire-
ment party was held to cele-

brate West Slope Library Director 
Veronica Eden and her 25 years of 
service to WSL. Veronica did not 
want a lot of fanfare around the 
transition to her next chapter in life, 
but her many years of work at WSL 
are appreciated. The patrons and 
staff of WSL thank you Veronica!

Library Director 
Veronica Eden 

Retires from WSL


