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New Catalog Enriches Library Experience

W

ashington Country Cooperative
Library Services and its member
libraries are dedicated to continually improving the programs and services they
provide. The online catalog at wccls.org
is the primary gateway to its physical and
digital library collections, and it is used
extensively!
Library users made 19.8 million searches in the online catalog last year. WCCLS
is working to create an online experience
that is as welcoming and enriching as
what you encounter in its library buildings, and the new catalog is a big part of
that.
So what can you expect with the new
catalog? First, a greater discovery of the
items in the WCCLS system with smarter
search options and easier ways to browse.
Also, you’ll find a digital community for
readers with the opportunity to rate and
review titles and share favorites. The new
catalog provides an enhanced reading
experience with the ability to organize,
tag, and track personal reading activity.

And there’s much more!
Learning how to navigate the new catalog is easy with help from West Slope
Adult Services Librarian, Thea Hart. She
will be giving a presentation called “New
Library Website 101,” on Monday, December 3, at 6:30 pm and also on Thursday,
December 13, at 2 pm.
CENTURY CLUB HONORED
A Celebratory Tea was hosted by
West Slope Library and Friends of
West Slope Library to honor The Century Club for Women in June of 2018.
The Century Club founded WSL in
1950 but recently disbanded. Their
enthusiastic support of the library for
more than 65 years was recognized
and attendees enjoyed refreshments
and shared Century Club memories.

Many thanks to the former Century
Club members for their contributions
over the years to West Slope Library.

STEM Programming Coming
Soon to Children’s Section
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Book and Discussion
Groups Expand Insights
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A MESSAGE
FROM OUR
PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,
I have always loved to read.
Growing up, I went to the library
for my books. I never imagined the
options we would have for reading
today! Besides physical books,
there are ebooks, audio, and play
away books. In fact, with so many
offerings, Washington County has
implemented a new online library
catalog for patrons to check out the
growing collection.
But, our West Slope Library is so
much more than a place for getting
books! It’s an introduction to Science through STEM programming,
a bilingual safe space, a technology hub, a place where games and
classes are available, and concerts
take place. It’s where community
leaders meet, arts and crafts happen, and children listen to stories.
It’s exciting to share all that is happening at WSL with you, in our
newsletter.
The Friends of West Slope library
support these wonderful programs
and events through contributions
from Friends like you. Please
consider renewing your membership by making a tax deductible
donation to the Friends. Enclosed
is a membership form, or you can
renew online at friendsofwsl.org.
Thank you for your friendship!

New Picture Books Are Sure
to Delight Youngest Readers

DRAWN TOGETHER BY MINH LÊ,
ILLUSTRATED BY DAN SANTAT
young boy and
his grandfather
bond and communicate through art in this
dazzling picture book.
The boy isn’t looking
forward to spending the day with his
Thai-speaking grandfather when he’s first
dropped off by his mother. Believing
that they have nothing in common, the
boy turns to his sketchbook and starts to
draw a wizard. He’s stunned when his
grandfather pulls up a chair alongside
him and begins to draw as well. Together they create a vibrant and thrilling
“world beyond words.”

A

WE DON’T EAT OUR CLASSMATES
BY RYAN T. HIGGINS
ino enthusiasts will
cackle over this
hilarious tale of
a T. rex named
Penelope who
just can’t stop
gobbling up her
human classmates. Penelope is struggling to fit in at school. After she ate a
few of her classmates (and spit them
back out unharmed!), she was disciplined by her teacher. When she receives
her just desserts from a very surprising
source, Penelope realizes that she has to
turn things around if she hopes to make
friends. Prepare for lots of giggles when
sharing this delightful tale with a young
reader.

D

GERALDINE BY ELIZABETH LILLY
eing the new kid
at school is never
easy; it’s particularly hard when
you’re a giraffe.
Geraldine’s outgoing nature wilts
when she transfers
to a human school
where she’s the only
giraffe. Things start
to turn around when she meets Cassie,
a human girl who also doesn’t feel like
she belongs. Together, the girls build
up each other’s confidence and learn
to celebrate the things that make them
unique. This is a warm, funny, and
big-hearted (and long-necked) tale that
will remind readers it’s okay to be different. In fact, it can be pretty great.

DROP-IN
TIMES FOR
CRAFTS
Enjoy drop-in
crafts during
the Winter
months in the
Children’s
Section. Terisa
Brown, Children’s Librarian, leaves
instructions
and all the materials needed
for fun, easy
make and take
crafts for your
little ones.

Leap Into Science Programs Encourage STEM Learning

H

ave you heard about STEM programming? It stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. Children’s Librarian, Terisa Brown, was lucky
enough to attend a free STEM workshop through OregonASK and The Franklin
Institute called Leap into Science. Leap into Science is a nationwide program that
integrates open-ended science activities with children’s books, designed for children ages 3-10 and their families. It allows educators to offer programs in community settings like libraries, museums, and out-of-school time programs to engage
underserved audiences in accessible and familiar settings.
After receiving STEM training at the workshop, Terisa will be offering three Leap
into Science programs for children at the West Slope Library. The focus will be on
books and fun, and hands-on activities that teach concepts like balance. Dates to
be announced.

B

New children’s picture books selected by
Terisa Brown, West Slope Children’s Librarian

“The theme for next year’s Summer Reading
Program will be ‘A Universe of Stories.’ It
will be a space theme celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the Apollo Moon Landing.
I hope to continue our upward trajectory
in Summer Reading participants! Three of
our four Summer Reading performers have
been chosen: a perennial favorite for all
ages, physical comedian, clown and ukulele
performer, Angel Ocasio; bilingual musician for children, Nathalia; and since it was
so popular this year, we will be hosting the
Game Truck for the Teens again!”
Terisa Brown, Children’s Librarian

WINTER 2018-2019 YOUTH PROGRAMS
Spanish Storytimes Planned to Address Needs
of the Community’s Spanish Speaking Families

T

he West Slope Community Library is partnering with Washington County Cooperative Library Services (WCCLS) to implement the Multilingual Storytime Innovation Grant. A contracted storytime presenter will help Spanish-speaking families
get their young children ready for kindergarten by presenting ten linguistically and
culturally specific storytimes.
Patrons who speak other languages are welcome to join. However, it is important
to understand that Spanish Storytime will likely be different than the library’s typical
storytimes in order to address the specific needs of Spanish-speaking families.
We have met our storytime presenter, Sara de la Paz Garza and we’re looking forward to working with her and Raleigh Park Elementary to encourage Spanish-speaking families to feel more welcome at the West Slope Library. Our presenter is working
with four Washington County libraries total, so we’re still working out the schedule.
We will announce the dates once they’re decided.

BOOK BABIES
WEDNESDAYS, 10:15 AM
For babies (2-18 months)
and their caregivers.
TODDLER TIME
TUESDAYS, 10:15 AM
For children 18-36 months
and their caregivers.
PRESCHOOL STORYTIME
TUESDAYS, 1:30 PM
For children ages 3-6 years
and their caregivers.
DROP-IN LEGO FUN,
FRIDAYS AT 2:30 PM

Frugal, Stylish Changes Revitalize Children’s Section

A

s many patrons know, Terisa Brown,
West Slope Children’s Librarian, is
always thinking about ways to make the
children’s area as inviting as it can be,
while keeping in mind how she spends
her budget. She considers it her duty to
use the taxpayers’ and Friends of West
Slope Library’s dollars wisely. Here are
some things she’s been working on this
past year:
With the help of her mother-in-law,
Colette Millard, Terisa’s daughter, Nina
Millard, and volunteer Ken Bailey, the
white walls in the picture book area were
spruced up. Holes in the walls were spackled, the walls were wiped down with magic erasers and any cracks between the panels were filled. Take a look! You might not
be able to put a finger
on why the area looks
better, but Terisa thinks
you’ll agree it does.
It could be that there’s
more light to see all
the beautiful picture
books. The large window in the picture
book area has usually
had the metal shades
down. Terisa says she
thought this was “because the view is not
very nice. However,”
she continues, “with a
tension rod from Target and a sheer panel that I wasn’t using
from home, we get natural light without
having to look at an ugly wall and the
HVAC system!”
Terisa has also been working on getting
more storage for patron’s personal items
that they might bring into the children’s

before

after

LET THE LIGHT SHINE IN
Light floods the Children’s Section
now that the metal window shutters
over the stacks have been opened. On
the left and right, a new bench and
cubby for storage is being used by the
smallest patrons.
section “I found a
Community Playthings cubby for
storing things like
backpacks, coats,
and shoes and a Community Playthings
bench for putting on shoes,” she explains.
“How much did I pay for them? Ten dollars each at a garage sale! They came from
a daycare facility and match our wood
perfectly!”

In addition, Terisa also created a new
space for changing displays where the
Oregon Battle of the Books titles used to
be. The OBOB books have been moved to
where the Summer Reading prize books
once were. The display will change to reflect special events and holidays.
Be sure to visit the children’s section
soon to see all the exciting changes Terisa and her volunteers have been implementing these past few months.

Changes To Adult Collections Work on “Welcoming” Patrons

W

hen Thea Hart recently joined the
staff at West Slope Library as the
Adult Services Librarian, she noticed a
few things that needed to be addressed:
It was difficult for patrons and volunteers
to locate new adult books since they were in
multiple locations.
It was sometimes confusing or awkward for
patrons to access their holds in their location behind the service desk.
It was a struggle to locate known items by
call number in the Nonfiction Collection.
West Slope needed more display space to
feature items from its Adult Collections.
Under the “Welcoming Library Spaces Goal” of the library’s strategic plan, a
redesign of the service desk/public areas,
and rearranging the library’s collection
were greatly desired by patrons. The staff
also had some great ideas for changes to
the way the WSL Adult Collections were
organized.
This fall with the help of many dedicated volunteers, over 17,000 items were
moved-- that’s over 61% of the total adult
items in the library collection! Why go to
all of this effort?
The staff hopes that the changes will
make it easier for everyone who browses

There’s changes happening around the West Slope Library! Adult Services Librarian,
Thea Hart, shows off the new patron holds area, now located in the main room.
and searches the library’s Adult Collections to find more items in line with their
interests. Greater ease in using the library
means more positive reading, learning,
and recreation experiences for the West
Slope community.
To measure the success of the chang-

Warm Up Cold Winter Nights with Beloved Books
THE BOOK OF JOY BY THE DALAI LAMA
AND ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU
he title of this book
speaks volumes, because the idea of making your life joyful is a
central tenet. The Dalai
Lama and Archbishop
Desmond Tutu have
been friends for many
years but rarely are able
to spend time together. The Archbishop
travels to Dharamsala and a conversation about joy ensues. They see things
differently, as most people do, and both
views are interesting. You’ll love the fun
they had together, teasing each other
and listening intently at the same time.

T

THE PILLARS OF THE
EARTH BY KEN FOLLETT
his is a pretty big
book to dive into. Set
in the Middle Ages, this
is the story of the building of a great cathedral.
There is a lot of action,
intrigue, romance and
really, really bad guys. You will love this
world and will not want to say goodbye to
these characters.

T

THE THIRTEENTH TALE
BY DIANE SETTERFIELD
young
journalist
seeks the true story
of the life of Vida Winter. Vida is an author
that spins magical tales
in her books and also
when talking about her
background. Vida is nearing the end of
her life and is ready to tell the story. This
is one of those authors that uses words
to paint a beautiful picture. This gothic
novel is also a bit creepy and very clever.
Perfect for a winter read!

A

PLAINSONG BY KENT HARUF
his is a wonderful
heartfelt story set in
the small town of Holt,
Colorado. Unsettled lives
from four different generations cross and form
ties. The deep affection
that springs up as these
lives intertwine is both
lovely and beautiful.

T

Winter Reads selected by Laura Baldschun,
West Slope Library Assistant

es, stay tuned for a possible survey.
WSL staff wants feedback on whether library patrons feel more confident about
browsing and searching for items in the
Adult Collections. Also WSL staff want
to make sure that patrons are getting all
the information needed on library items.
NEW WINTER FICTION
A Spark of Light
by Jodi Picoult
Vince Flynn: Red War
by Kyle Mills
An Absolutely Remarkable Thing
by Hank Green
Alaskan Holiday
by Debbie Macomber
Juror #3
by James Patterson and Nancy Allen
Lethal White
by Robert Galbraith
Where the Crawdads Sing
by Delia Owens
Transcription
by Kate Atkinson
In His Father’s Footsteps
by Danielle Steel
Time’s Convert
by Deborah Harkness
Shadow Tyrants
by Clive Cussler

WINTER 2018-2019 ADULT PROGRAMS
DECEMBER
LAST TUESDAY GAME NIGHT CANCELLED THIS
MONTH. HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 6:30PM OR
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2 PM | ADULTS & TEENS
NEW LIBRARY WEBSITE 101 WITH LIBRARIAN THEA
What can you expect from the new WCCLS website and catalog?
Librarian Thea will show you tips for using the new system: smarter
search options, easy ways to browse recommendations, and much more.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2 PM | ADULTS
LIBRARY BOOK GROUP: NEWS OF THE WORLD
Our December Book Group will discuss News of the World by
Paulette Jiles. Adults meet monthly to discuss a featured title at this
member-led book group in the library’s community room. All are
welcome to participate! Join us for a lively discussion.
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 6 PM | ADULTS
NEW QUARTER DISCUSSION GROUP:
BETWEEN THE FOLDS
Librarian Thea facilitates this new discussion
group at the library. Every three months, she features items from the library on a different theme.
Join us starting in December for the theme—
movies about art—and discuss Between the
Folds, a PBS documentary about origami artists
available to check out or stream on Kanopy.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25, ALL DAY
LIBRARY CLOSED : CHRISTMAS DAY
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2:30-4:30PM | ADULTS & TEENS
TECH HELP APPOINTMENTS*
Recieve one-on-one help with your electronic device during a
30-minute appointment with a library staff member. We can help
with both basic and more challenging tasks depending on staff
expertise and availability. Sound interesting? *Contact us to
register.

JANUARY
TUESDAY, JANUARY 1, ALL DAY LIBRARY CLOSED :
NEW YEARS’ DAY
LIBRARY BOOK GROUP
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY, 2 PM | ADULTS
Adults meet monthly to discuss a featured title at this member-led
book group in the library’s community room.

MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 6 PM | ADULTS
NEW QUARTER DISCUSSION GROUP: HOWL
This month continues our discussion of movies
about art. We’ll take a look at the movie, HOWL,
a biopic starring James Franco about poet Allen
Ginsberg’s fight against censorship, available to
check out or stream on Kanopy.
MONDAY, JANUARY 21, ALL DAY
LIBRARY CLOSED : MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY
TUESDAY, JANUARY 29, 6-8 PM | ADULTS & TEENS
GAME NIGHT
Meet to play strategy, trivia, and word games from our collection and
beyond. Try hot new titles and old classics. Bring your own games to
share. Librarian Thea will demonstrate a different featured game each
month, starting at 6 pm. Check our online or print calendar for this
month’s featured game or sign up for our gaming e-newsletter.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 31 , 2:30-4:30PM | ADULTS & TEENS
TECH HELP APPOINTMENTS*
Recieve one-on-one help during a 30-minute appointment with your
electronic device from a library staff member.
*Contact us to register.

FEBRUARY
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2 PM | ADULTS
LIBRARY BOOK GROUP
Adults meet monthly to discuss a featured title at this member-led
book group in the library’s community room.
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 6 PM | ADULTS
NEW QUARTER DISCUSSION
GROUP: LOVING VINCENT
In February we’ll continue to discuss movies
about art with Loving Vincent, a biopic about
the life and controversial death of Vincent Van
Gogh told by his paintings. Loving Vincent is
vailable to check out or stream on Kanopy.
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, ALL DAY
LIBRARY CLOSED : PRESIDENTS DAY
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 6-8 PM | ADULTS & TEENS
GAME NIGHT
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2:30-4:30PM | ADULTS & TEENS
TECH HELP APPOINTMENTS*
Recieve one-on-one help during a 30-minute appointment with your
electronic device from a library staff member.
*Contact us to register.

West Slope Volunteers Contribute Amazing
Amount of Hours to Support Library Services

V

olunteers are an integral part of the West Slope team, and their dedication helps support library services and programs for
the community. So far this year, 86 volunteers have donated over 4,000 hours to the library. Thank you for sharing your
time and energy with us! A special recognition goes out to an intrepid handful of volunteers who helped us with our recent
changes to the Adult and Media Collections, including Connie Levesque, Martha Shilling, Amy Sands, Ann Abernathy, Deborah Smith, and Hesam Mosharraf. These busy volunteers helped staff move over 17,000 library materials, dust over 250 shelves,
and adjust almost 100 shelf heights. WOW! Thanks for all their hard word and dedication to the library.

AMONG FRIENDS
3678 SW 78TH
PORTLAND, OR 97225
Address correction requested
Help us save on paper and
printing costs by signing up for
future issues via email. Contact
us at friendsofwsl@gmail.com.
Thanks for your support!

THANK YOU!
Cedar House Media
Einstein Bagels
Starbucks @ Valley Plaza
Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm

AND THANK YOU SO
MUCH FRIENDS!

T

hank you for being a member
of Friends of West Slope Library. Our wonderful library relies on your membership to help
the Friends support the programs,
materials, furniture, and other
items for the patrons, staff, and
library.
The Friends make their income
through memberships, donations,
the Used Book Sale, the annual
Spring Tulip Sale, Fred Meyer Rewards Program, BottleDrop, and
AmazonSmile Reward. We appreciate your contributions in all
those ways!

Recycle with BottleDrop and Shop with Fred
Meyer To Earn More Funds For Friends of WSL

H

ere’s a quick and easy way to
donate to Friends of West Slope
Library! Save up
your
aluminum
cans and glass bottles that receive a
10 cent return in
Oregon,
recycle
them at the nearest BottleDrop location, and donate
the proceeds to the
Friends.
You can either
pick up a special
bag at the library for
cans and bottles that
already has the correct barcode on it for
the Friends, or you
can drop off your
cans and bottles at BottleDrop locations, have the proceeds go into your
account, then go online and transfer
as much as you like to Friends of the
West Slope Library at www.bottledropcenters.com/give. Click on the

“Find a Featured Fundraiser” button and
type in Friends of the West Slope Library
to donate.
Another way to
help the Friends is
to sign up for for
the Community Rewards Program at
Fred Meyer by linking your Fred Meyer Rewards Card
to the Friends of
West Slope Library
at www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. You can
search for us by
name or type in our
non-profit number:
QT950.
Then, every time
you shop and use your Fred Meyer Rewards Card, you help us earn funds! You
still earn your regular Rewards Points,
Fuel Points, and Rebates, just as you do
today. Get a Rewards Card at the Customer Service Desk at any Fred Meyer store.

Dear Friends of West Slope Community Library, please contact us
online at friendsofwsl@gmail.com to see whether your membership is
current or has expired. There are two paths to Friends of WSL
membership: annual dues ranging from $15 to $50, or 20 or more
hours of library volunteer time each year. As you know, the Friends
provide dollars for library programs, including summer reading and
much more, as well as funding for computers and furniture so that our
library can spend county dollars on enhanced operating services for
all of us. If your membership has lapsed, we urge you to renew online
at friendsofwsl.org. Or, print out this form and give it and your
payment to a staff member at the library or mail to:

Friends of West Slope Library
3678 SW 78th Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97225

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Our suggested annual donation levels are:

Individual................$15
Family.....................$20

Sustaining.............. $30
Patron/Business.... $50

I’d like to make a donation of my own amount $_____________
Name......................................................................................................................
Address..................................................................................................................
City................................................................State.............Zip...............................
Email.......................................................................................................................
Phone.....................................................................................................................
I prefer to receive the Friends of West Slope Library Newsletter by:
Email

Mail

